NEW YORK TIMES
5 JANUARY 1981

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/07/01 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000201040058-3

. WASHINGTON — On Dec. 12, 1980,
the day after he was designated by
/President-elect Reagan to be the next

= Attorney General of the United States, .
william French Smith went to the 65th
birthday party of a man that News-
: week magazine. reports is the subject.
~of.a. Federal grand Jury invesngatm ;

- mNew York. =

~The future head of our, Jusuee De-
partment joined- 200" or.her guests to
. henor- Frank Sinatra,: whose lifelong
- gangland . triendships - have 'become’

* part of his own legend.. ‘Sinatra took a’

- trip to Cuba in 1947 to see: Lucky Lucia-

Z 10, he was seen often in the 60's with-

“**Joe Fish,”> Al Capone's cousin; he ex-’

 tended. hospitality to-Momo Salvatore.
4Sam’’ Giancana, head of the Chicag

“mob,” that.caused”the . Nevada - gam

- bling authorities to-revols his. license.

—~

-~_~>,4’,_\ o

“"But the mvolvement of the dangn
for Attarney General in the rehabilita-
tion of the reputation of.a man obvi-
- ously proud to be. close;to notorious:
hoodlums is the first deliberate affront
to propriety of the Reagan Admxms—'
tratxon. S e : :

“ The Attorney Genera] is responsnble
* for the enforcement of Federal law. In
v-_.the records of the Department of Jus-'

.

q-

ce, which Mr. Smith will head, is. ﬁle
‘after file on Mr: Sinatra’s liaison.with =
obsters, along with:a vivid account.!
“the first time the singer.tried- to
urty favor with a President-elect..:

‘That episcde, lest we forget in the
-euphoria_of  inaugural calas,,bega.n*
with Sinatra’s introduction of. Presi-.
‘dent-elect Kennedy to Judith Camp-
bell Exner. After that relationship was
firmly: - established, . testified: Mrs

“affair was conducted t}ra Presxden

w w:retaps snowed
Maﬁa moll to be talking to the Presi
ent Several times a week, J. Edga
“Hoover went to the Oval Office and pu
stop'to the affair: Attorney General
‘Robert Kennedy must have seen th

.the Presxdent to - stay at a-Pa¥n -
. Springs guest house - Sinatra - had
‘remodeled for him. Instead Presiden
Kennedy stayed with Bing Crosby. Th

'Spiro Agnew in-the 70's, had. to wait
‘until -the- 80’s-to-again demonatrate
close White House ties.

s associate Johnny Roselli were re-

tained by the 'C.I.A." to assassinate

former? “Jimmy the Wease gHE

coimng book that Sinatra was Gianca-
front" m -that: mvestment.)

murdered

: hisfﬁendshxp with high ofticials to buy:’

I ¥ the respectability that will gethima 1]
- rrgense to: operate’ ‘in ‘the' hotel-casino

world. He has given Ronald Reagan’s.
name-as. a reference in- his? latest -

_Exner, Sinatra; introduced her to Sam.:;
“Giancana, and an ungrecedented ‘dual 3

‘Sinatra file; he cancelled the plans fgr; :

_insulted. Mr.. Sinatra, who cuitivated " g
~ a Sears Roebuck credit card, as a Rea

-
In the meantime, Mr. Glancana and" " P
- - health to begin to affiliate at long last -

Castro.. -Soon afteg- that plot nzzled }_“ (It’s ot easygettm green)

arno is expected to assertin a forth;

% Today, Sinatra is agam trying to use:

" that E.B.L. Director. wunam ‘Webster |
provide the committee and the nominee
-with a current analysis of the: Smatrajv :

B ﬁle. Theén toa few questions: :

‘Was Mr.-Smith aware-of: the gang-.
Jand associaticns detailed in the file?."
. Was he aware of press reports' of the:*
criminal investigation in the looting of =| .

“a Westchester, N.Y., theater opera-

-tion, where Sinatra performed? Does .

he think it proper for the nation’s chief

law officer to attend functio k)

Board chécks Mri Sinatra’s reference.
by writing to President Reagan, how- -
will. Attorney General Smith suggest ™’
that the’ President respond" With a -,
cheery: endorsernent.’—. or. with an :";
F.B.I. summary? Has any Sinatra in-'s
termediary asked any Reagan associ- ]
-ate for-help with Nevada politicians?:
Who suggested that Sinatra delay his".
Nevada - submlsmon untll after the '
maug—ural') R ‘ T G -
: “Old Blue Eyes” is not applying for

gan spokesman dxsmgeml_ously sug-
. gested — such a reference offers a
.claim to-legitimacy, a clean hill of

* with one of those enterprises that gen-
erate huge sums of hard-to-trace cash.

viewthe F. B.L’s Sinatra file. Then let -:
“him tell the Senate to what extent he -
thinks it proper for a friend. of mob-,,
‘stersto profit from being a ¢hum of the
‘Chief Executive and of the man who S
nmstheDepartmentof J usm ¥

' Nevada application, and could pomt to.:
the next Attorney General’s presence- :
. his ‘party ds evidence that he is re--
spectedbythelaw. e
#Atconfirmation hearmgs for William
Bi¥French Smith the’ Senate .-Judiciary
) Committee is” duty-bound. to- request
AT RS IR ;.mwu::z;‘zﬂ
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